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Corydon C. Rugg was descended from R e v o l u t i o n a r y s t o c k . H i s 
g r a n d f a t h e r was a s o l d i e r i n t h a t war and h i s f a t h e r , J o n a t h a n G., 
was a s o l d i e r i n t h e War of 1812, where he d i s t i n g u i s h e d h i m s e l f 
a t S a c k e t t ' s Harbor. J o n a t h a n G. Rugg was born n e a r Lake George i n 
1795 and d i e d May 12, 1877. Corydon C. Rugg, born i n P e r r y s b u r g , 
May 13, 1822, p a s s e d h i s youth on t h e farm and i n a t t e n d i n g t h e 
d i s t r i c t s c h o o l , s u p p l e m e n t i n g h i s r u d i m e n t a r y e d u c a t i o n by n e a r l y 
two y e a r s * work a t F r e d o n i a Academy and t e a c h i n g s c h o o l t h r e e w i n t e r 
t e r m s . At t h e age of twenty he commenced t h e s t u d y of m e d i c i n e i n 
t h e o f f i c e of C y r u s Thompson, of S y r a c u s e , a son of Samuel Thompson, 
founder of t h e Thompsonian s y s t e m of m e d i c i n e . I n 1844 he was 
a p p o i n t e d c o l o n e l of t h e 168th Regiment I n f a n t r y , 54th B r i g a d e , 
26th D i v i s i o n , of New York S t a t e m i l i t i a . At t h e b r e a k i n g out of 
t h e C i v i l War he was c a p t a i n of Co. A, 64th N.Y. Regiment, which 
was o r g a n i z e d i n 1853 a s t h e New York m i l i t i a . I n 1847 he m a r r i e d 
F i d e l i a G o o d e l l , by whom he had s i x c h i l d r e n : A d e l l a D., L o e l l a V., 
Corydon A., E s t e l l a F., C l a y t o n A., and M i n n i e M. I n 1848 he was 
g r a d u a t e d from a m e d i c a l c o l l e g e i n C i n c i n n a t i and l o c a t e d i n 
p r a c t i c e i n M e a d v i l l e , Pa., removing one y e a r l a t e r t o Gowanda, 
where he f o l l o w e d h i s p r o f e s s i o n u n t i l t h e war of t h e R e b e l l i o n , 
when, on t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n of t h e 1 5 4 t h Regiment, he v o l u n t e e r e d as 
a p r i v a t e and on November 3, 1862, was a p p o i n t e d by Governor Morgan 
as i t s a s s i s t a n t s u r g e o n . I n t h i s p o s i t i o n Dr. Rugg was exposed t o 
g r e a t danger, but a l w a y s performed h i s d u t i e s b r a v e l y and f a i t h f u l l y , 
and a c q u i r e d t h e u n q u a l i f i e d esteem and r e s p e c t of a l l — s o l d i e r and 
s u p e r i o r o f f i c e r a l i k e . F a i l i n g h e a l t h c o m p e l l e d him t o r e s i g n on 
J a n u a r y 3, 1864, and r e t u r n t o Gowanda, where he resumed h i s p r a c t i c e , 
which he c o n t i n u e d t i l l F e b r u a r y , 1874, when he removed t o R u t l a n d , 
V t . Four y e a r s l a t e r Dr. Rugg removed t o Jamestown, where he 
c o n t i n u e d p r a c t i c e u n t i l a s h o r t t i m e p r e v i o u s t o h i s d e a t h , which 
o c c u r r e d t h e r e J a n u a r y 14, 1891. Dr. Rugg was endowed by n a t u r e 
w i t h a s p l e n d i d p h y s i q u e . He was c h a r i t a b l e and generous t o a 
f a u l t , and h i s i n d u s t r y and s e l f - s a c r i f i c e were r e m a r k a b l e . 


